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Answering the challenge
Outstanding professors motivate
students to achieve and succeed
enjamin Disraeli o nce described a university as a
"place of light, of liberty and of
learning."
On the other hand, Ralph
Waldo Emerson declared that "the
best university that can be recommended to a man of ideas is the
gauntlet of the mobs."
Over the centuries, various other
descriptions have been applied to
universities, some complimentary,
some not, but there has been no
denial that what takes place in the
classroom is at the foundation of
how successful the institutio n is in
its mission of the conveyance of
knowledge.
A key goal at Illino is State is to
prepare students not just for to morrow, but for a thousand tomorrows
... in brief, to provide an education
that wilt ready graduates for a lifetime of professional challenge and
change.
Illino is State is a university in
which what occurs in the classroom
is of extreme importance, to the
institution as a whole, but fo remost
to the professors.
To get a personal view on the
emphasis o n excellence in the classroom, Today interviewed some of
the people who have won the O utstanding Teacher Awards presented
by the Alumni Association in recent
years. Each year, colleges nominate
teachers whom they consider to be
o utstanding; one is selected by an
alumni committee as the top teacher

in that college, and from that group
of five, o ne also is selected as the
university teacher of the year.
A commo n thread that ran
through the responses was establishment of an "atmosphere of mutual respect between students and
professors."
Dr. Dixie Mills, now director of
graduate programs and research in
the College of Business, said she
tries to build that respect "by communicating to students my confidence in them, and my high expectations for their performance. I have
seen many students respond by challenging themselves to meet those
high standards. As a result, selfesteem and confidence in their ability to succeed grows."
Dr. Lanny Morreau, professor of
Specialized Educational Development, commented that "the greatest
challenge is to provide personalized
instruction. I need to know the
individual, to be aware of the student's needs." Mo rreau requests
that students meet with him at least
twice a semester.
Dr. Myrna Garner of the
Department of Home Economics
says that it has been of help for her
" to have an unending personal fascination with the subject matter that
I teach; in my case, the apparel
industry. It has helped me to like
students collectively and as individuals, and to genuinely enjoy time
spent with them."
Outside influences can be an

impediment to quality teaching.
Budgetary limitations by the state of
Illinois, coupled by uncertainties
over the Legislature's consideration
of appropriation bills, have made it
difficult for the university to plan
for course offerings, first having to
cut back, then restore classes predicated on a potential tuition increase.
Dr. Roy Austensen, professor of
history and the university's outstanding teacher for 1987, observed,
"Students should not be faced with
not getting classes when they come
to school here, or with having to go
a fifth year to get classes. It affects
their attitudes and can make it
harder to teach."
Overcrowded classrooms can
present problems as well. Austensen
cites the importance for him of having his students give presentations in
class, providing them with the
opportunity to " learn to communicate vividly." This practice is limited
when tight budgets compel class
sizes which are too large.
Dr. James Cox, associate professor of marketing, sees another
problem with lack of funding. O ne
of the major challenges professors
face is "overcoming the demoralization that accompanies doing your
best and not being adequately
rewarded for it.
"Most teachers can live like this
for a time, but after a couple of
years with o ther schools offering
mo re, it can erode the attitude you
take into the classroom. It becomes
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A key goal at Illinois State is
to prepare students not just for tomorrow, but for a
thousand tomorrows ... in brief, to provide an
education that will ready graduates for a
lifetime of professional challenge and change.
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Dr. Dixie Mills

Dr. Lanny Morreau

a challenge to overcome morale
problems and keep teaching well,
but it is something that you do to
stay effective."
Cox added, "We are all here
because we want to be. Teaching
these students is what I want to be
doing and I want to do my very
best."
Mills says a goal which she sets
for herself "is to communicate to
students an appreciation for learning. Doing that successfully requires
energy, enthusiasm and continuing
scholarship. I try to emphasize the
importance of analyzing and questioning ideas and information rather
than memorizing facts.
"Although students definitely
must master certain foundation
material, they must also appreciate
the continuing emergence of new
information, and the challenges they
will face in their professional and
personal lives."
Austensen feels that there are
some advantages to having students
with different bases of knowledge in
his classes. "It's not easy to bridge
the gaps, but if handled properly,
it can be great for the class. You
have to work with slices of the
whole and indicate where they fit
2

s::.~

.

~ -~
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into the individual's view of the
world."
Dr. Paul Walker, associate professor of agriculture, the 1988
outstanding university teacher, sees
the betterment of student-teacher
interactions as a challenge. "I try to
make my students feel comfortable
in coming and talking to me about
problems in my class or anything
else on their minds. I don't give
advice; I just listen and show them
that someone cares."
Walker also stated that the biggest problem he faces in the classroom is student attitudes. "Too
many are looking just to get by, a
'C' is good enough. I look for PMA
- positive mental attitude - when
dealing with students. It's not just
their scores, but how they act and
react."
Teachers are aware that students
may be looking to them as role
models. Both Morreau and Walker
feel that this is an area in which they
could help their students. Morreau
commented, "In essence, a university professor is a model. Students
see us interact with a great number
of people under many circumstances. We can show personal concern,
care for others and an understanding

Dr. James Cox

Dr. Paul Walker

of needs. Students need to see this
trait in other people."
The need for teachers to stay
current in their fields was cited again
and again. Walker said, "I read
about 10 to 12 popular journals and
four strictly scientific publications,
as well as other sources, every
month. I get the important points
and then do more research."
Austensen said students do not
always fully realize or appreciate
the work a professor does so that he
or she can teach well. "Most professors are involved in research and
publication."
These individuals and those who
have been named outstanding
teachers in their colleges over the
years reflect the commitment, the
frustrations, the aspirations, and the
philosophy of countless others at
Illinois State who share the quest for
the best in classroom teaching.
The outstanding teacher award
recipients were nominated for their
honors through the best of measurements, that which is applied by
their colleagues.
While the library often is
described as the "heart" of a university, it is with certainty that its
"mind" is in the classroom.

You can help!
A gift to your university does make a difference
By Richard Godfrey
President, ISU Foundation

S

Many graduates of Illinois State
recall only the money they spent for
their education, which helped to
prepare them for the position in life
which they now hold. What often is
overlooked is that the bulk of the
cost of that education was made
possible by others who had gone
before them, primarily through state
appropriations. Now, however, that
state support has not kept up with
costs and more and more reliance is
being placed on tuition and private
giving. It can spell the difference
in a university being "okay" or
excellent.
As an alumnus, parent, facultystaff member or friend of ISU, what
can you do to help?
A lot!
Giving to your university can be
accomplished in a multitude of
ways. The large gift, such as the
major bequests for scholarships or
the Fell Memorial Gateway, are
great. But no gift is too small, for if
enough small gifts are made, they
quickly grow into a major amount
to help ISU.
The gifts can be a cash donation,
or a material thing of value. These,
in the past, have included everything
from land to houses to car engines

cholarships in perpetuity for
outstanding students. Lectures
by internationally-known speakers.
Creation of a park-like setting for
the historic Fell Memorial Gateway.
Purchase of specialized library materials. Faculty members in residence
programs. Cultural attractions.
These are but a few of the programs sponsored by major gifts by
individuals, corporations and private foundations to the Illinois State
University Foundation for the
benefit of the educational programs
and environment of the university.
In some cases, these gifts have
been the result of bequests included
in wills, taking effect after the person has died. In others, they have
been outright awards that provide a
special joy for the donor of helping
others.
The ISU Foundation is a separate, not-for-profit organization that
is the official private gift-receiving
body on behalf ofISU. Gifts to the
Foundation are tax-deductible for
persons who itemize their returns.
A natural question is, "Why
should I contribute to help ISU?"
A quick and simple answer is,
"Because ISU needs your h e l p . ' ~ ~
In a time of diminished tax
support for higher educa~
tion in Illinois, the need
for private dollars to
maintain and enhance
the educational quality
of Illinois State is even
more pronounced.

0-~.Q

to farm animals. However, they
must be of use to the university to
be accepted.
And there are other means. An
insurance policy with the University
Foundation as beneficiary is a popular type of deferred gift. Bequests
through wills or trusts can be established with the advice of the donor's
attorney or tax adviser, so that there
can be real benefits to the donor
while the person is living, but with
major assistance to the university.
The director of Planned Giving
for the Foundation, Peter Whitmer,
or the director of Development,
Fred Hansen, are eager to meet with
anyone in their offices or in their
homes, wherever they reside, to
discuss a planned gift.
For decades, ISU alumni were
not asked, other than casually, to
help the institution which made it
possible for them to get where they
are in life. In fact, of our 92,000
living alumni, less than 7 percent
contribute to help others to have
the same chance they did.
We have to do better. We, as
alumni, parents, faculty-staff or
friends, can be the difference. Call
today; there will be no pressure,
only someone willing to help. Call
Pete Whitmer or Fred Hansen at
(309) 438-2294, or drop them a
Pote asking for suggestions of
I• ~
/J how you can assist. You
~
~~
can designate where
\)tll)~~/'i/1_~& y o u want your gift
~~ togo. But the main
,
point is, you will
have the great
feeling of helping
others.

\ti~~ f
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Growth
at any age
Adult programs offer a key
to the door of opportunity
By Roger Cushman
Director, ISU News Service
fter 15 years at Caterpillar,
Robert thought he had lifetime security. When the layoffs
began, he was out of a job.
Janet left college after her
sophomore year to raise a family.
Now the nest is empty, and she
longs to finish that degree.
Mary has a good position at
Country Companies. She wants a
promotion, but everyone around
her seems to have more education.
William has worked at the same
place for years. He would like to
own his own business, but he isn't
sure how to get started.
From all walks of life, with all
kinds of needs, they and about
3,200 people like them have entered
ISU during the past six years under
a uniquely successful program that
provides educational opportunities
for persons 25 years of age or older.
Marcia Escott of the College of
Continuing Education and Public
Service is director of the Adult
Learning/ Reentry Program at ISU.
She spent a year surveying area
needs and studying similar efforts at
other universities before launching
Illinois State's lifelong learning program with 29 students in the
summer of 1982.
The wisdom of her approach was
confirmed this summer when she
attended a Harvard University
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Dr. Marcia Escott

institute for managers of lifelong
learning programs.
"I learned at Harvard that we
have the model that is working," she
says.
At ISU, adult students are in the
mainstream of academic programming. They take the same courses
and same tests as do traditional students. " We decided that if we were
going to have any credibility, we had
to be part of the real university,"
she says.
Other approaches seem to be faltering now, according to discussions
at the Harvard institute. They
include special programs "on the
outer rim" of campus life, such as
emerged at Michigan State University, and programs to provide counseling, such as at the University of
Illinois.

Adult Learning/ Reentry is not
only integrated into the regular academic program at ISU , it has helped
shape it. The expansion of Saturday
and evening course offerings, the
concept of contract majors, and the
New Start Policy - all evolved as a
means of reaching adult students.
"When we started Saturday
classes, I was told, 'You're not going
to get people to come on Saturday,
nor will you get faculty to teach,'"
Escott recalls. "Well, every fall and
spring on Saturdays, morning and
afternoon, our classes are filled."
The idea of a contract major
crystalized as a way for students to
construct individualized programs of
study differing from regular major
and minor programs.
The New Start Policy allows students at least 25 years of age to
enter ISU after a certain period of
time without being penalized for a
poor academic record in previous
years. They start with a clean slate,
but must maintain a C-average for
their first 12 hours to remain in
school.
"The program is a kind of academic bankruptcy," Escott explains.
In case after case, people who had
poor grades when they were younger
have blossomed into superior students because the passage of time
has brought maturity and selfdiscipline.
In fact, older students can enroll
at ISU without a high school diploma.

They have a doughty septuagenarian
to thank for that benefit.
Dorothy Patton, now deceased,
was 72 years old when she sought
admission to ISU for the 1981
spring semester. Records of her
high school background were not
available.
"We went to a nursing home in
Decatur to talk to a former high
school teacher who thought to
the best of her recollection that
Dorothy had indeed graduated from
high school," Escott says.
The absence of written evidence
led to a decision to waive high
school graduation requirements for
older students. Instead, they are
bound by the C-average rule for
their first 12 hours at ISU.
Dorothy Patton proved the fairness of that policy. Her only
moment of concern at ISU was the
discovery that modern schools do
not have cloak rooms. She qualified
for initiation into the freshman
honor society, but was unable to
attend the ceremony because of
illness. She died in 1983. "She was a
fascinating lady," Escott says.
Most adult learners are much
younger, even though those over 65
can enroll tuition free under a
statewide policy. The average age at
ISU is 35, slightly higher than the
national average.
Women dominate the national
profile with about 80 percent of the
adult learners, but enrollment is
more balanced at ISU - about 65
percent women, 35 percent men.
Many colleges began their programs
solely for women, but that was not
the case at ISU.
The area economy also had a
major impact on the composition of
the ISU program, according to

The door to educational opportunity
is always open for students of all ages at
Illinois State University. This scene from
an evening class illustrates the growth in
the number of adult learners at ISU.

Escott.
"A number of the first people
that we brought into our program
were male, displaced workers from
Caterpillar," she says. "Then we had
the displaced farmer. Of course, we
also had the typical displaced
homemaker who was suddenly
single, needing to reenter the job
market."
Such local businesses as State
Farm and Country Companies
insurance firms, General Telephone
and now Diamond-Star Motors have
a great number of upwardly mobile
people seeking to advance their
education.
Many of the companies provide
space in their buildings for ISU to
conduct advisement, registration
and, in some cases, the course offerings. Some classes have been offered
in shopping malls, but the rooms
were too small. "We outgrew those
places very quickly," Escott says.
The ISU Foundation provides
funding to award $100 scholarships
to 10 adult students each year.
Escott has special praise for the
role of ISU faculty in making the
program work. She says they relish

being in a class of older learners
who, as a group, are more responsive and more motivated than
younger students.
There were some early doubters,
Escott admits, but most became
enthusiastic supporters. Robert
Culbertson, former chairperson of
criminal justice sciences, was one of
the most vocal critics.
Escott urged him to teach a class
of adult learners before judging the
program. After a couple of years, he
relented. On the first night of class,
Escott heard a knocking at her door
at 9 o'clock. It was Culbertson. He
was exhilarated, and couldn't wait a
day to tell her.
"He was just raving about what
an exciting experience it had been,"
she recalls. "'These people ask questions,' he said. 'I've got five pages of
notes, and I only got through two
pages!"'
Since leaving ISU, Culbertson
has enlisted Escott's help in starting
adult learning/ reentry programs at
Eastern Montana College and,
more recently, at Arkansas State
University.
Several other schools are
emulating ISU, tying their programs
to the academic mission rather than
making them a counseling service.
Indiana State and Ball State universities are among the more recent
examples.
The role of the faculty is vital to
the program's success, Escott says.
Their responsiveness to the needs of
older learners has produced an
active learning environment.
"We've been very fortunate that
we have faculty on this campus who
look to be challenged, who look to
be creative and are willing to do
some fun things," Escott says.
5
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The future begins today
Campus planning looks to 21st Century
By Richard Godfrey
Director, Institutional Advancement
President, ISU Foundation

he campus of the future ...
a dramatic term, to be sure.
Yet, in the year 2000, the campus of
Illinois State University will not be
significantly different from that of
today. There will be, however, some
fine tuning that will add, state
budgets willing, needed space to an
institution in need of more room.
The planning of new buildings,
or even remodeling, is a process that
takes years in the state of Illinois.
The proposals have to be initiated at
the campus levels, pass through the
Boards of Regents and Higher Education, then stand in line for funding
priorities at the legislative level.
If they do pass muster at those
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junctures, they then await the
approval of the governor and eventually the release of funds by the
Capital Development Board for
planning and, later, construction.
That is the process for statefinanced buildings. Bond revenue
buildings, those paid for by fees or
rental payments, can be done much
more quickly, but still need approval of the various boards.
If this were a Cinderella story,
and wishes could be easily transformed into reality, the campus of
2000 might well look like the one in
the model appearing in the photograph accompanying this article.
As campus architect, Robert
Ward has as one of his duties the
maintenance of a scale model showing present and planned buildings,

so that those in decision capacities
can select sites and determine overall impacts on other locations and
utilities.
The " hope" buildings are those
which appear in the light colors in
this model view looking toward the
southeast from the ManchesterHewett residence complex.
In the foreground to the left,
immediately east ofJulian Hall, is a
contemplated academic building that
would ho use general classroom
space and possibly such areas as
Applied Computer Science, Mathematics, Institutional Research, and
Computer Services. The projected
16,471 square foot building would
be adjacent to the present computer
service center in Julian Hall. The site
presently is a university parking lot.

The campus of today is monumentally different than a century
and a quarter ago when only Old Main stood at the top of a
barren hill overlooking the yet-unnamed Town of Normal ...

Center foreground is one of several possible locations for a proposed Science Tower to add to existing facilities in Felmley and Moulton
Halls. President Thomas Wallace
has called for studies of possible
funding alternatives for a science
facility, including development
through the private sector.
Factors boding for a science
building include projected departmental growth, expansion of
external grant projects, increased
university emphasis on research,
substandard quality of present
space in biology and chemistry, and
a shortage of large classrooms for
presentation of scientific material.
At right in the model is a projected addition to Milner Library,
connecting on the east side of the
present building. Each year, the
library's space shortage becomes
more severe. The proposed addition
would include 137,000 assignable
square feet.
In the center background, an
annex to DeGarmo Hall is contemplated on vacant ground to the

north. That project would be in
addition to two other proposals, one
the suggested enclosure of the nowopen first floor of DeGarmo and,
just to the south, the total remodeling of the interior of Fell Hall, a
former residence hall, for Communication, some student services, and
the recovery of some classroom space.
A project with a major contingency attached to it is the proposed
acquisition by the university of
Normal Community High School,
in the far background. A bill has
passed the Illinois General Assembly
for one-third of the purchase price,
but the Unit 5 Board of Education
will have to pass a referendum for
construction of a new high school if
the sale is to go through.
The NCHS site would provide
the university with an 18.2 acre parcel of land contiguous to the university, including the 146,500 square
foot high school building. Potential
beneficiaries of the high school
building, which would require some
remodeling, would be the College of
Applied Science and Technology,

Health Sciences and C riminal Justice
Sciences. Relocations would free
space in eight existing buildings for
use by other programs.
Those are highlights of the longrange building plan for the university. The quest is long and priorities
do have a way of changing to meet
developing needs. Other proposals
include an addition to the physical
plant {maintenance building),
remodeling in Centennial East and
West, an extension on Williams
Hall for the College of Business,
renovation of Edwards Hall and
Capen Auditorium, and remodeling
of 63-year-old McCormick Hall.
The campus of today is monumentally different than a century
and a quarter ago when only Old
Main stood at the top of a barren
hill overlooking the yet-unnamed
Town of Normal, known then as
North Bloomington. The change
over the next decade will not be as
extensive; yet, its importance will be
a major portent of the future of
Illinois State into the 21st Century.
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A half century
through the lens
Nelson Smith a legend
in pictorial history of ISU since 1939
By Marc Lebovitz
Assistant Director, ISU News
Service

F

reshman Nelson Smith, only
six weeks into the fall 1939
semester at Illinois State Normal
University, noticed the message on
his boarding house bulletin board:
"Report to President Fairchild."
Had he broken a rule, caused a
problem on campus, failed a test in
class? Anxious and concerned, he
reported to the president.
"President Fairchild told me he
wanted to use more pictures in university publications and asked if I
would experiment with taking pictures for the university," Smith
recalled. "Dean Linkins had
recommended me because he knew,
through the superintendent of
schools in Maroa, that I knew about
taking pictures."
Nelson Smith, native of Maroa,
never got far from home in the
nearly 50 years since his freshman
year. Raymond Fairchild provided
Smith with space in the o ld science
building and gave him money for
basic equipment. For the past 19
years, Smith and the photo services
office have been housed in the
General Services building on the
west side of campus.
In his half century of service to
Illinois State, Smith has built a photographic history of the university
that is represented by more than
half a million black and white nega8

Nelson Smith

tives and more than 200,000 color
slides.
Although he "retired" in 1981 ,
he continues as director of the
Photo Services and, with the arrival
this fall of a new president, Thomas
Wallace, Smith will have served half
of ISU's 14 presidents.
But more than that, Smith and
Photo Services have served thousands of faculty members, many
thousands of students, and several
hundred student workers in his
office who benefited from his
generous guidance, friendship and
extensive photographic experience.
Many have gone on to successful
careers in photo-related jobs, a fact
of which he is quite proud.
When he was in sixth grade,
Smith watched photographers working in the darkroom at Maroa High

School, where his father was the
custodian. Superintendent Dayton
Keys noticed the youngster's interest
and taught him about photography.
Before long, young Nelson was
doing all the photo work for the
high school.
"When I first arrived at Illinois
State I applied for a job in the
audio-visual department and earned
25 cents an hour," Smith said. "We
were raised to 33 cents and later
thought we were rich when our
salaries went up to 45 cents an
hour." Of course it should be noted
that Smith's first camera, a topflight 35mm Al Argus, cost $12.50.
After serving in the military
from 1943 to '46, Smith returned,
earned his bachelor's degree and,
a day after commencement, was
named University Photographer and

:.t

' 'He didn't know It at the
split second his camera
shutter clicked, but a crumbling wall of bricks was
forming an unmistakable
Image of Abraham Lincoln.

JJ

Director of Photo Services. His
starting salary, in 1948, continued
at 45 cents an hour.
"When President Fairchild
was in office, alumni were active in
recruiting new students at many
gatherings in various parts of the
state. And Fairchild went to every
one of them," Smith said. "I drove
him to them all and took pictures
that were used in the Alumni
Quarterly.
"One of my most vivid memories is that whenever we were within
20 or 30 miles of Minonk, President
Fairchild had me stop at the Princess
lee Cream Parlor and he would buy
ice cream for everyone with us. He
really loved ice cream."
Another fond recollection involves President Robert Bone, who,
after briefly meeting prospective
students Smith would invite to
campus, would remember their
names a year later. "President Bone
was famous for knowing the name
of every student on campus, and he
continues to have a remarkable
memory," he said.

J. Russell Steele, '46, another
alum and long-time employee in the
ISU News Service, helped a great
deal with picture-taking duties,
Smith said, but it was not until 1970
that Smith hired viable full-time
help. He has used part-time student
help since the mid-1950s. Among
Smith's many accomplishments and
contributions to the university was
the film he and Steele produced,
" Proud Thy Halls," celebrating the
centennial oflSU in 1957.
Also helping Smith along the
way was improved photographic
chemistry and technology.
"It amazes me to see the quality
of prints you can get with 35mm
film, thanks to better and better
emulsions," he said. "When I
started here we used 8 by 10 inch
negatives which improved to 5 by
7s, then 4 by Ss and 2¼ by 3¼.
Now you can get great quality from
35mm film." Smith also marvels at
such innovations as automatic flash,
automatic focus and automatic loading cameras. "There is no excuse
today for taking a bad picture."

In addition to the pride he takes
in his many former student workers
who have gone on to success in
many fields, including photography,
Smith is justifiably proud of the
photographic archive his office has
created for the last SO years.
One of Smith's best-known pictures is a 1958 photograph of a
wrecking ball razing 99-year-old Old
Main, ISU's first building. He didn't
know it at the split second his camera
shutter clicked, but a crumbling wall
of bricks was forming an unmistakable image of Abraham Lincoln.
Not only was the picture memorable (and published in newspapers
and magazines across the nation)
because Lincoln drafted the documents that created the university,
but because Nelson Smith is a lifelong Lincolnphile. He has a vast collection of articles, books and other
materials on the 16th president. The
fleeting vision of Linco ln in Smith's
camera lens was like a historical
relay baton passed on to ISU's
longest-term and most loyal public
servant.
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faculty who have spent considerable
time in the professional world, as
gallery artists, opera singers, stage
individuals with outstanding academic credentials, who have done
research and published papers. The
dynamics and differences between
the artistic faculty and academic
faculty is why our graduates have
been so successful in the professional world and in all levels of
education."
When Bolen refers to sharing the
talents of fine arts faculty with "the
community," he means not only
Normal-Bloomington and Central
Illinois, but the rest of the country

Taking ISU
to the
world
Faculty per{ormers, artists
reach far corners of the globe

Louisiana and Chicago.
George, James Butler, Richard
Finch and Harold Boyd ( all National
Endowment for the Arts grant
winners, incidentally) had a group
exhibition last fall in Rockford.
Julian Dawson, whose professional activities have been relatively
limited because of extensive oncampus responsibilities, this
summer was a performer at the
Brevard (N.C.) Music Center and
conducted a full production of
"Don Giovanni." Two summers ago
he traveled to England to record

seen through the eyes of husbands,
lovers, sons and fathers. Pritner has
performed the play before high
school, community college, and
convention audiences.
In past years he has acted on television in "The Awakening Land"
mini-series, "Chicago Story,"
" Hunter," "The A-Team" and the
HBO film "The Speck Murders."
He toured the Midwest in the oneman shows " Clarence Darrow"
and "Martin Luther: Apostle of
Defiance."

By Marc Lebovltz

Assistant Director
ISU News Service
ince music Professor Frank
Westhoff gave a voice recital
in Armington in 1913, Illinois State
University arts faculty members
have been performing off campus.
Farther and farther off campus.
In the past year, world-class
cellist Ko Iwasaki has performed
throughout Europe and in Japan. He
also has played behind the Iron Curtain. Joel Meyers, a pioneer in the
glass art movement, had showings in
West Germany and in Japan.
John Kirk ( the director) directed
off Broadway two years ago while
on sabbatical. A few months later,
John Kirk (the playwright) saw the
world premier of his play, "The
Third Richard," debut in San
Francisco.
In the College of Fine Arts at
ISU, music, art and theater faculty
stay active as professional artists
by doing what they do throughout
Illinois, across the U.S. and in many
countries of the world. In doing so,
faculty members stay professionally
sharp in order to provide legitimate,
appropriate instruction in their
studios or classrooms.
The.largest single gathering of art
faculty members took place last fall
10

in South flolland. Twenty faculty
artists participated in an all-ISU art
show at Thornton Community
College. This spring, 10 artists had
works included in "Vis-a-vis," an
ISU exhibition in Chicago which
also featured noted art department
alums such as Nicholas Africano,
James Winn, Randy Dudley,
Deborah Muirhead, Dennis Tobin
and W onsook Kim.
One of the more unusual lists of
off-campus activities belongs to Ed
Livingston, tubist extraordinaire,
who, during the past year, toured
Russia for more than a week as a
member of the Milwaukee Ballet
orchestra. He also returned to his
circus band roots by performing
with the Ringling Bros. Circus Band
in Detroit. Livingston performed
and was a judge and/ or clinician at

Sonneries Quintet

Bonnie Pomfret

25 festivals and competitions around
the country.
Charles Bolen, who retired this
summer after 18 years as the first
and only dean of the College of Fine
Arts, said one of the explicit goals of
the college is to share the talents of
the faculty with the community.
"Strong arts programs in the community are good for Illinois State,
and strong arts programs at ISU are
good for the community.
"One achievement of which I am
most proud is that we have a diversity of faculty," he said. "It is the
strength of our college. We have

and, in some cases, the world.
A secondary benefit of such offcampus activities is that the
thousands of high school students
who enjoy the music, art or theatrical talents of ISU faculty may
choose to attend Illinois State.
Most fine arts faculty members
do what they can locally, but often
take their talents on the road. When
print artist Ray George is not in the
studio with his students, he is at colleges and universities throughout the
United States displaying his work
and giving master classes, seminars
and workshops on printmaking. In
the past year he has been invited to
Ohio, Nebraska, Oklahoma, North
Dakota, Massachusetts, Wisconsin,

eight piano sonatas by 18th-century
composer Joseph Gibbs.
" Theater is a space-bound art.
You can't just pick it up and move
it," said Calvin Pritner. Actors and
directors in ISU's Theater Department have various professional credentials, but certain elements of
theater - sets, cast and crew, scripts
and space - make it difficult to
continue those activities after joining a university faculty.
Pritner currently is booking his
one-man show, "For Several Virtues
Have I Liked Several Women," an
original compilation by Evamarii A.
Johnson, which examines William
Shakespeare's fascination with
women and their relationships as

The latter play was written and
produced by John Kirk and had a
limited run at Chicago's Body
Politic Theater. Kirk also appeared
in "The Awakening Land" several
years ago as well as the PBS production of Mark Twain's "Life on the
Mississippi."
Almost all the music department
faculty who teach an instrument or
voice also perform off campus. The
art department show in Chicago this
spring provided the opportunity for
two concerts by music faculty.
Cellist Ko Iwasaki, violist Art Lewis,
oboist Timothy Hurtz and soprano
Bonnie Pomfret performed one
night and ISU's acclaimed Sonneries
Quintet gave a concert two days later.
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A performance in Chicago, being
only 130 miles away, for Iwasaki is
like a walk out the front doo r.
Often he is crossing oceans to give
invited concerts and recitals. In
November he was invited to the
Amsterdam Chamber Music Festival
and the next month was featured at
the opening of the Casals Concert
Hall in Tokyo.
Others racking up frequent-flier
miles were bassoonist Michael
Dicker, who performed in France,
Switzerland and Italy, and pianist
Gellert Modos, who was invited to

trumpet with the Louisville Orchestra last February, and Paul Rosene
conducted a choirchime festival in
Pontiac last spring.
A few times the jobs came to the
performers. James Boitos played
saxophone and Charles Stokes
played trombone in the orchestra
backing nonagenarian George Burns
and Joe Neisler played horn in the
Julie Andrews concerts, all in
Braden Auditorium on campus.
Music faculty musicians often are
sought for orchestras playing for
touring entertainers in town.

Frank Vybiral

perform at the Franz Liszt Academy
of Music in Badapest, Hungary.
Modos is a graduate of the academy,
where he received concert soloist
status, the equivalent of a doctorate.
Rodney Miller, though he is working on his doctorate and maintaining
his teaching load, has sung feature
roles for several years in Peoria
Civic Opera productions. Michael
Schwartzkopf was tenor soloist with
the Champaign-Urbana Symphony
in its past two spring concerts.
Patricia Whikehart was invited
to give an organ recital at the
Mother Church (Christian Science
Church) in Boston in January.
William McDonald performed in
"Rigoletto" and "La Boheme" last
summer in North Dakota, New
Mexico and Pennsylvania, and sang
at the Brevard Music Center.
Richard Lehman was principal
12

Costume designer Frank Vybiral
has designed costumes for more
than 70 productions in his career,
including several at Steppenwolf
Theater Company in Chicago.
Another designer, Dan Wilhelm,
has worked at the Grove Shakespeare Festival in California, the
Philadelphia Company, and Encompass Theater and 13th Street
Theater in New York City, and
Chicago's Bailiwick Repertory.
Nearly all the artists in the Art
Department have been in exhibitions or art shows in the past year.
Anne Walter regularly competes at
invited experimental film festivals
around the world - Portugal, Canada, Italy and Venezuela, as well as
the United States. Jim Butler was
included in painting exhibitions in
Chicago, Miami, Alaska and in
Washington, D.C. Dennis French's

metalworks were part of an exhibition at Southern Illinois University
at Carbondale, and Louis Steinburg's
paintings have been shown recently
in Texas, Pennsylvania and Illinois.
Some art pieces continue on in
public collections or on display in
other ways. Denny Rogers' "Winged
Magnificence," an American bald
eagle in flight, was the only sculpture selected for presentation at
President Ronald Reagan's 1984
inaugural. The piece has been displayed around the country.
Douglas Hartley has been commissioned to create busts of noted
Americans. Busts of pianistcomposer Eubie Blake were dedicated in February in New Orleans at
Tulane University and at the Eubie
Blake Museum in Baltimore. Other
Hartley works have been of Adlai
Stevenson II, Frank Sinatra, George
Washington Carver, test pilot Gen.
Charles Yeager and Jesse Fell.
Keith Knoblock has numerous
sculpture installations including the
Abraham Lincoln statue in the
McLean County Law and Justice Center in Bloomington. Other Knoblock
works are in the State of Illinois
Revenue Building in Springfield and
the Chicago Lutheran Seminary.
"The main reason it is important
that College of Fine Arts faculty get
out and perform is that here at ISU
we are training students to become
professional artists," said Dean
Alvin Goldfarb. "In addition to
being role models as professional
artists, we have to be able to explain
how one becomes a working artist.
"We are only following the pattern of all professional training programs in that there is 'mentor teaching' going on," he said. "We have
student artists working with professional artists. The goal of the college
is not only training students about
the arts, but also to do.
"For that reason," Goldfarb
said, "the college tries to accommodate faculty members so they can
work out their schedules to also
work as professional artists."

"The Mad
Bomber"
Roger Powell still hitting from downtown,
but also working hard to help youngsters

By Roger Cushman
Director, ISU News Service
he story of Roger Powell
begins with basketball, but it
does not end there.
Basketball made Powell famous
in his hometown and at Illinois State
University. He was a Prep AllAmerica at Joliet Central, and was
Illinois State's leading scorer and comost valuable player in 1976.
He awed ISU fans with his
shooting range. They dubbed him
"The Mad Bomber" because of his
eagerness to fire it up from the
twilight zone.
"I liked that name," Powell says.
He chuckles at the thought of his
scoring potential if he were playing

at ISU now with a three-point line
at 19 feet, 9 inches. "So close," he
says. "My range was about 35 feet.
If I was on a roll, I hit three, four,
five in a row from there."
Powell, 33, is still in great playing shape. He scored 41 points
against a team of younger former
college stars in an AAU game one
night this summer. Just three years
ago, the Indiana Pacers invited him
for a tryout even though he had
turned 30.
Make no mistake about it: Roger
Powell still loves the game, and still
plays it well. It's just that basketball
is no longer the most important part
of his life.
Powell has a larger missio n now.
He is president of the Roger Powell

Children's Committee, an organization he founded to help young
people avoid the dead-end streets of
youth gangs, drugs and alcohol
abuse.
"We want to make children
aware that there is another avenue
of life," Powell says.
That desire first led Powell to
run for Joliet's city council two
years ago. He did not win the election, but the campaign led to his
forming the not-for-profit organization in May 1987. Since then, about
100 boys and girls from 4 to 17
years of age have joined.
The Powell Kids are seen around
Joliet in their blue T-shirts with
yellow lettering. The committee
name is on the front. The message
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on the back reads, "STOP DRUG,
ALCOHOL & CHILD ABUSE."
Powell has reason to feel
strongly about those issues. He is in
his ninth year of teaching and conducting physical education programs
at the lllinois Youth Center. The
center is a detention facility in Joliet
for young people who took the
wrong path in life.
"These are kids who never had
the right kind of structure," Powell
says. "They were exposed to the
wrong things. Take these same
children in a different environment,
away from drugs and guns and
gangs, and you would have different
kindsofkids."
Powell's boyhood was spent in
the same part of town as many of

Powell was head basketball
coach for four seasons at Joliet
Junior College, so it seemed natural
that he teach the basics of the game
to his daughter and her friends at St.
Pat's. When he decided to run for
public office, he enlisted their help
to distribute leaflets around the
community.

s t Op
D rug

nity. He decided to call it the
Roger Powell Children's Committee because of his basketball
recognition.
"Sports is the inroad to get to
the front door," Powell says. "Being
a former athlete helps. Kids have a
tendency to give a lot of trust to
athletes."
Powell is the committee president, and his wife is among three
other members of the adult board
of directors. His daughter is cochairperson of the eight-member
children's executive board. Many
parents and young people from all
walks of life are involved Powell
says
'
They plan something to do every
week. Often, they take children to

lco hO l
&
Chl ld
Abuse
,

those young people, but there wa~ a s
key difference. His family structure was solid. "As a person
growing up," he says, "I was
blessed to have two parents
who loved me and were very supportive of me."
His mother died 12 years ago,
shortly after his final basketball
season at ISU. His father died last
year, and Powell - a person of
strong religious faith - delivered
the funeral eulogy. Now he reflects
♦
on the substance of his own life.
"When you are out there fighting for kids, you know you are on
the right track," he says.
"I live on this motto: One day
the Creator is going to turn the
lights out on Roger Powell, and the
only thing that will matter in the
world is what Roger Powell did for
people."
Children are an important focus
"All of a sudden, we developed a
network of kids," Powell says. He
in Powell's own home. His wife,
Cherry, directs the Richards Street
took them out for pizza, and they
Methodist Church day care center in loved it. They wanted to stay
Joliet. They have two children,
together. Moved by their enthusiasm,
he wondered what he could do.
daughter Tara, 12, and son Roger
As Powell recalls it, he woke up
Jr., 5. Tara is a basketball player and
one morning with the idea to form
cheerleader at St. Patrick's School.
an organization that would provide
Roger Jr. already has won two agegroup slam dunk championships in
supervised educational activities for
Joliet.
children throughout the commu-
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the mall for arcade games o r
to a restaurant for refreshments. They arrange for
seminars to educate children
and parents on such major
issues as child abuse, family deterioration and illiteracy. Occasionally,
field trips are arranged out of town.
In keeping with his basketball
background, P01rell took groups to
see the Chicago Bulls ( coached by
former ISU teammate Doug Collins)
and to see Illinois State play the
Soviet Union in an exhibition game
at Springfield last winter.
But Powell's vision embraces
more than sports. He arranged to
have four of his young people
appear on the nationally syndicated
Oprah Winfrey Show. They were
on a panel discussing children from
single-parent homes.
The half-dozen youngsters who
went to Springfield (accompanied
by three parents) also visited with
State Comptroller Roland Burris
and with State Sen. Tom Dunn of
Joliet.
A Joliet nursing home resident
went with the group to the Bulls
game because Powell believes it is
important for the children to be
involved with senior citizens. Visits
to nursing homes are regularly

On the verge
ISU athletics on success course
By Jeff Fritzen '74
Alumni Board of Directors
he soon to be completed
Redbird Arena represents
different things to different people.
To the coaches of the teams
which will perform there, it possibly
could be the key in recruiting that
player with special talent.
To fans, it offers the opportunity
to view top-flight competition from
a prime seat, neither of which were
necessarily available in the cozy confines of Horton Field House.
To Athletic Director Ron
Wellman, the spacious arena and several related projects represent something much less tangible yet much
more important - commitment.
"There is a great deal of potential here," Wellman says with
typical athletic director enthusiasm.
"I believe we're on the threshold
of an exciting era in Illinois State
athletics. When you see what we're
doing athletically with the new
arena, baseball and soccer fields and
the upgrading of our softball facility,
it's exciting. We have a commitment
to excellence within our athletic
program."
Brash stacements for a guy who
has been on the job only since July
1987, if not for the physical changes
evident on campus, on-the-field
successes and his keen perception of
the role of athletics within the total
university picture.
"We're capable of achieving a
great deal," offered Wellman, a
boyish 40-year-old who came to
Illinois State after one year as
athletic director at Mankato (Minn.)
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State. "We can be as positive an
arm for the university as any program on campus simply because of
the publicity athletics generates. We
can present a positive o r negative
image. I think we can generate a positive image.
"When I was at other institutions in the state, I looked at Illinois
State as a quality institution with a
quality athletic program. If we ( the
athletic department) were to go in a
different direction, it impacts the
reputation of the entire university,
like it or not."
Given the pressures not merely
to succeed but to excel in intercollegiate athletics, creating and maintaining a favorable reputation is no
easy task. Quite often, winning is
the measure of success and many
Redbird Squads have met the challenge. Consider:
- Men's basketball has
compiled 18 consecutive winning
seasons, the last 10 under Bob
Donewald, the dean of Misso uri
Valley Conference coaches.
Donewald's teams never have
finished o ut of the first division in
seven years in the Valley and three
times have competed in the National
Collegiate Athletic Association
tournament.
- Coach Jill Hutchison has
produced 14 winners in 17 years
with the women's basketball program. Her teams have participated in
seven post-season tournaments,
including two NCAA appearances.
She is two victories shy of 300 in
her career.
- Four NCAA bids in the last
six years and only one losing season

in 14 highlight the record of the
well-respected volleyball program,
while women's softball earned its
first NCAA invitation last spring,
climbing as high as eighth in
national polls.
- Men's track has become a
dominant force in Valley competition and has produced two-time
NCAA high jump champion Tom
Smith.
"At Illinois State we can be
more than competitive in our sports
in both our conferences," Wellman
noted. "Many of our programs are
ready to take that next step forward.
"If we're competitive within our
conferences, the next step is to be
competitive nationally. Some of our
programs are already there.
"Basketball is recognized at a

' ' There Is a great deal of
potential here. I believe
we're on the threshold
of an exciting era In
11/lnols State athletics.,,
Ron Wellman
Athletic Director
nationally prominent level. Women's
basketball is the same and track is at
that level. Other programs are on
the verge of that. All of our programs are heading in the right
direction. A couple may not have
achieved the desired results last
season, but in recruiting and the
stability of those programs, the

future looks bright. There is reason
for enthusiasm for our overall
program."
Wellman moved swiftly to
remedy one area where consistency
has been lacking when he hired
University of Washington assistant
Jim Heacock as head football coach
just six months into his regime.
Some critics say playing in the
long shadow cast by the University
of Illinois less than an hour's drive
away and in Division I-AA prevent
fans from embracing Redbird football. Wellman believes there isn't
anything a bundle of victories can't
overcome.
"We're in a perfect spot for
our football program," he said.
"I-AA is perfect for us. We can be
competitive. One thing lacking in
our football program is tradition. In
football, we don't have the rich
tradition of our other sports and
that's what this staff will establish.
"Once we do that, people will be
surprised at tit support we will
generate. What will happen if we
win? Nobody has been exposed to a
consistent winner at Illinois State.
When it happens - and it will
happen - it will be an eye-opening
experience for all of us."
Illinois State has not experienced
back-to-back winning seasons since
1971 and 1972 and only three of
thelS campaigns since then have
produced above .500 records. The
1987 squad failed to win a game in
the Gateway Conference, one of the
top I-AA football leagues in the
country.
"It will take two or three years
to build the type of program we can
be proud of," Wellman admitted.
"We need to be patient. Already
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there has been a change of attitude
and work ethic."
The far-reaching effects of a
football revival further justify
Wellman's efforts.
"Coaches recognize as football
and basketball go, so we go," the
former baseball coach at Northwestern University and Elmhurst
College explained. "They are the
revenue producers and the enthusiasm generated by those sports
carries over to the rest of the program. When football is strong, it
gets the year off on a positive note
and that reflects on the entire program. The financial commitment to
football is in place and has been.
It's not going to hurt any other
program to make a commitment to
football.
"There's not another event on
campus with the potential to draw
as many people to the campus as a
football game, and that includes
graduation. There's not a better
attended event than football Parents
Day (which averages 13,000). We
can use that to our advantage within
the department, as well as to the
university's advantage and the
community's."
While fielding winning teams
may be the best method in creating a
favorable reputation, maintaining
that image may be the more difficult
job.
"Illinois State has its priorities in
order," asserted Wellman. "It has
put its programs in a position to be
competitive without being a drain
on the university. We don't have
to cheat to win; we can recruit
successfully.
"I told our coaches I've never
been as confident with a coaching

staff following the rules as I am
with this staff. Usually when you
speak to a group like that, you can
identify a couple of guys who might
cause you problems. I don't have
any concerns in that regard with our
staff.
"Our coaches are anxious to
abide by the rules. That's one area
that doesn't really concern me here.
We'll do things to prevent it, keeping abreast of the rules changes and
making sure our coaches know the
rules. Overall, we don't have a problem. I don't think there's anything
that would cause me to move on a
coach any faster than breaking the
rules."
Wellman also is a great believer
in and defender of student athletes.
"A lot of people don't realize the
percentage of athletes that graduate
is higher than general students," he
stated. "We're proud of our record.
You read about the poor student
athlete, not those who succeed.
That's not necessarily true here with
the publicity about guys like Jeff
Harris and Cliff Peterson ( member's
of last year's basketball team).
"One-third of our athletes are
on the athletic director's honor roll,
which requires a 3.0 ( 4.0= A) grade
point average. You have to be proud
of that. For some reason, athletics
receives a bad rap."
At Illinois State, of course,.
athletics has received commitment
from administrators, coaches,
students and supporters. All you
have to do is nestle into that comfortable seat at Redbird Arena to
realize t h a ~
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Technology
in the classtoom
Computers open new channels for teaching-le arning process

By Marc Lebovitz

Assistant Director
ISU News Service
hey don't teach typing anymore at Illinois State
University. It is called "keyboarding" or "word processing," and is a
clear sign that microcomputers have
been fully integrated into the university curriculum.
Computer-assisted instruction is
used, to varying degrees, in every
college and every department at the
university. In other words, lessons
can be taught with computer programs and students can proceed
with lessons at their own rate; student papers can be submitted,
graded and returned via computer;
students can learn by using software
packages exactly like those used in

the professional world.
"The university's philosophy is
that we are teaching content areas;
we are not teaching computer training," said Carolyn Boiarsky, former
coordinator of academic computer
planning. "We are using computers
only in helping to learn content.
"We have evolved in our use of
computers at Illinois State. In the
first stage we were teaching computer literacy in terms of learning to
program computers. Now, in the
second stage, we are teaching how to
use computer programs that already
exist. We are moving into the third
stage," she said, "which is using
computers for information processing. Networking is next, where we
can access information and communicate information across campus
or across the country."

In order to make certain that
every ISU student ha~at least basic
computer literacy, the Language and
Composition course in the English
Department requires the use of
microcomputers to write papers.
And every student is required to
take the course.
Computer labs in the English
Department, in residence halls, and
elsewhere on campus ensure that
computer terminals are available
to all Language and Composition
students.
In the past, a student might hesitate to answer a question in class
discussion for fear of being embarrassed at giving the wrong response.
Today's computer-bound student
can answer every sample question
and not worry about being wrong.
Only the computer knows.
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For the past five years, at the
direction of Provost David Strand,
computer literacy has been a goal of
Illinois State University, for its students as well as its faculty and staff.
The method to achieve this goal,
it was decided, was by integrating
computers into existing courses
rather than teaching computers
separate!y.
Although computer usage will
continue to expand on campus, the
university has done a great deal
toward achieving computer literacy.
There are more than 1,200 microcomputers, 150 terminals linked to
the university mainframe, and 100
terminals linked to minicomputers
wat Illinois State. More than 300
courses are offered which involve
some form of computer-assisted
instruction. The university is well
on its way toward reaching a goal of
one computer for every 20 students
and one computer per faculty
member.
The College of Applied Science
and Technology has three minicomputers located in the Applied
Computer Science Department,
Health Sciences Department and
Industrial Technology Department.
All the departments but one are
equipment intensive and application
oriented, according to Assistant
Dean Larry Miller.
"We put theory into practice
and thought into action," he said.
"We make our students come up
with applications for computers.
We work closely with the Professional Practice office on campus
since it puts our students right in
the professional workplace so they
get a first-hand view. Our goal is to
develop a student who can work
with any computer and any application, anywhere."
In the medical records administration program of the Department
of Health Sciences, a computer system will be used beginning next
spring in a class that gives students a
semester of experience running an
entire medical records system. The
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knowledge is essential because federal reimbursements ( such as Medicare) are made based on information
collected in the Medical Records
Department. And Medicare patients
comprise more than half a hospital's
revenues.
"This computer lab is unique
in being able to teach the medical
records program," explained Frank
Waterstraat of the Health Sciences
Department. "It addresses one of
the major problems in hospital
administration today - recordkeeping."
Starting next spring, 1 7 students
will take a course in which they are
the doctors, admitting patients,
keeping patient charts, patient discharge, billing, and generally tracking patient records for a 200-bed
hospital. The computer software is
based on materials from actual hospital records.
Even before computers arrived
in medical records administration,
100 percent of ISU's medical
records administration students
passed the national examination to
be registered as medical records
technicians, and many graduates
were hired immediately, including
two recent grads hired as assistant
directors of medical records.
"We are completely committed
to computers," Professor Wayne
Lockwood said about the Industrial
Technology Department. "Our students start out with report writing
and electronic mail. Every student
has access to a computer and electronic mail, so everyone comes
through with at least a basic knowledge of computer operations."
Lockwood teaches computer
graphics and computer aided design.
He gives some of his students their
assignments through the computer,
they complete the work and send it
back to him via computer, whereupon he grades the work and students can see their corrected work
and grades by computer. Naturally
they continue to have regular inperson contact with him, but the

computer makes everything more
efficient.
"Our commitment to computers
is such that you can go to any terminal in the college and log into other
computers, to the library, or to the
university mainframe," he said.
Departments in t!"ie College of
Arts and Sciences make extensive
and varied use of microcomputers
in the classroom. The Philosophy
Department is in the beginning
stages of using computers for instruction, according to Chairman Kenton
Machina, and experimenting with
ways to incorporate the equipment.
"So far we use computers only
in our symbolic logic class, where
students learn to translate English
into a special diagram of sentence
structure that helps them learn to
pick out the premises and conclusions in an argument to see if the
conclusion is valid," he said. "The
whole point of the course is how to
understand the structure of an
argument. By manipulating the sentence, using the computer, you learn
to construct valid arguments."
In the past, the "drill and practice" technique involved students
using a pen and paper to diagram
the sentences of an argument, turning in their paper, and waiting until
the instructor graded and corrected
them. At least several days would
pass before students learned their
grades. Now, when the exercises are
done on the computer, the computer tells the students instantly
whether or not they are on the right
track.
"We have used this software
program for two years," Machina
said. "We are one of several institutions testing the program for the
people who created it (at UCLA)
and in exchange we got the program
for free."
Machina himself is working to
create a computer program which
will allow faculty members with no
programming experience to create a
series of linked screens to use as
lessons. Students work through the
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series of images on the screen
and learn at the end how they
have done.
For example, students in a
history course would read
about a historical period. Then
the computer would present
them with situations in which
they are a person living in that
time period who is faced with
a decision or choice. After the
student has finished the exercise, the
computer reports how people actually responded in that historical
period. The exercise more fully
determines if students grasp what
they have read.
Machina says computer instruction has resulted in improved student performance, especially the
students at the lower end of the
grade scale.
In the College of Fine Arts,
where Professor David Williams
heads the Office of Research in Arts
Technology (ORAT), the college is
known nationally as a model institution for implementing computer
application in the arts with low-cost
microcomputer systems. Many prestigious conferences during the past
year have requested ISU fine arts
faculty members to report on Illinois State's programs.
Under the ORAT umbrella is
the college's microcomputer lab and
satellite stations in the weaving studio, the theater computer-aided
design system and the theater box
office. Each department has courses
in which the instruction is aided by
computers, in such areas as graphics,
music composition or performance,
statistics, theater set design, costume
design, theater lighting design, music
manuscript notation, psychomusicology, desktop publishing and
others.
In addition to courses offered by
ORAT that deal with the use of
microcomputers in the arts, computers are used for instructional
purposes in more than 20 music
courses, a dozen in theater and eight
in art, with more courses eyed for

computers.
The College of Education
also has a computer lab for
faculty and staff which offers
many different brands and
styles of computers, representative of the diversity of com-::..-.=_ . puters in elementary and
~~~ !IN'....,.__""""""".,...."""""'°".-...,. secondary schools and universities around the country. A
modem in one of the comcomputer-aided instruction.
puter labs gives students access to
One of the unique aspects of
other data banks across the country.
instruction in the College of Educa"We also use the computer labs
tion is that it covers students from
to teach our students how to evalukindergarten through doctoral-level
ate software so that, as teachers,
courses who work with computers.
they can assist their principals in
The University Lab Schools -choosing appropriate programs,"
Metcalf and University High - are
Surma said. "There are components
under the College of Education.
in CORE courses, contemporary
"We also are unique," said
methods courses and secondary
Marygrace Surma, coordinator of
education courses that deal with evamicrocomputer user support and
luating software."
resources for the college, "because
In Metcalf Lab School, computer
not only are our education students
literacy has been developed by using
learning their lessons with a compucomputers in a variety of ways at all
grade levels from first grade. Drills,
ter but we are teaching them how to
teach about computers when they
tutorials and problem-solving are
become teachers."
done with computers in grades 1 to
The College of Education has
3. Keyboarding skills are introduced
three computer labs - in Specialin fourth grade, with basic word
ized Educational Development, in
processing in fifth and expanded
Educational Administration and
word processing in sixth.
Foundations, and a college-wide allProgramming and a few other
purpose lab. The Special Education
computer applications are taught in
lab is geared with peripherals,
seventh grade as well as content
Surma explained, special equipment
areas in math, science, industrial arts
that makes the computers accessible
and English. At the high school
level, word processing is required
to people with handicaps. That lab
also is used to teach students how to for at least two semesters of writing
teach handicapped students how to
courses. Content areas are taught
use computers.
with a computer in science, foreign
language, industrial arts, home ecoIn Educational Administration
nomics, English and, this fall, math
and Foundations, students learn statistics, spreadsheets, high-level word and social studies.
Before the century turns, comprocessing and about school administration, all with the help of computers at Illinois State will be a
major tool for communicating
puters. The college-wide computer
lab is used by general students, Curinformation campuswide, nationriculum and Instruction students
wide, worldwide. Soon ISU will be
and others. It includes an extensive
fully utilizing teleconferencing and
K-12 educational software library.
interactive video, satellites and other
The college also is building a video
means to provide expanded and
library on computer literacy as well
improved instruction for students
on and off campus.
as a library of written material on
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Central
European
Holiday!

Illinois State University Alumni and Parent Services in conjunction with the division of Institutional
Advancement announces a travel opportunity for
alumni, parents, and friends of ISU to:

Tliis fa bulous trip will beg1n witli an..overnight trans-Atlantic
fligtit to Z-urich, Switzerland. Our 6ase city will be Lucerne,
· Switzerland, where w wil stay for three nights before leaving
for northern Italy. The fully guided tour will take the group
through the Italian LaRes, and on to the city of Venice, "Pearl of
the Adriatic." From Venice , we 'll m0tor past the I0,000 foot peaks
, known as the Dolomites and over Brenner Pass into Austria.
We'll stay in Innsbruck, on of the o:vel'est of the Alpine Cities.
On to Salzburg on Friday, Jul'\e 23 as we ear the end of the tour
with this city of art, music, folklore, and culture. On Saturday,
June 24, the group will bid farewell to Mozart's birthplace as our
motorcoach takes us into the lovely city of Munich. Our retu rn
flight to the United States will leave from Munich.
Travelers will find time for many side trips to various "must
see" sights of central Europe, have reservations in "Superior
Tourist Class" hotels, and receive full breakfasts on each day of
the trip.

I d

.

SWltzer an
Aust rla
and Italy
•

June 16~25, 1989
$1859 per person double or triple occupancy
$280 single supplement

,-- -
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Central European Tour Information
Name
Alumnus_ Parent_ Faculty/ Staff_ Friend_
Address
City/ State/ Zip _ __ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ __

L ___ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ J

